
              The Eastern Himalayas, a critical juncture of unparalleled biodiversity, complex geopolitical dynamics, and rich
cultural tapestry, stretches across a wide arc that includes eastern Nepal, Bhutan, southern Tibet and the diverse hill
ranges of northeast India. Within this larger landscape, the Darjeeling-Sikkim region forms a distinctive cultural and
ecological zone marked by linguistic diversity, rich traditions, and complex histories of migration, trade, and
adaptation. Despite growing academic attention to Himalayan studies, much of the Eastern Himalayas remains
insufficiently understood in terms of how local knowledge, everyday practices, and regional histories engage with
questions of governance, ecology, and culture, and social change. Long viewed mainly through the lens of its scenic
allure and colonial past, the region also continues to negotiate and/or navigate forms of neo-colonial power, where
plantation economies, extractive development, environmental degradation, digital transition, tourism circuits and
shifting identities demand renewed academic engagement. 

While the Himalayas have often been discussed as peripheries of the nation-state, they are, in truth, dynamic centres
of intellectual, social, and environmental negotiation. This conference aims to bring these realities to the forefront by
situating the Eastern Himalayas as a vital field for contemporary academic discourse and interdisciplinary
engagement, establishing it as a centre for Himalayan research that connects local experience with global
scholarship. 
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OBJECTIVES AND APPROACHOBJECTIVES AND APPROACH
             The Himalayas today are not only static terrains of ecology and culture but also dynamic spaces of negotiation,
communication, innovation, and policy. From storytelling traditions and oral narrative to digital platforms and
artificial intelligence, the ways in which people produce, share, and preserve knowledge are transforming rapidly. New
media narratives are redefining how the mountains are seen and represented, while questions of policy, governance,
and sustainability demand urgent attention amid environmental and demographic pressures. 

By drawing upon the strengths of the humanities, social sciences, and emerging technologies, the conference aims to
establish a space of dialogue that embrace both the tangible and the conceptual dimensions of Himalayan life. It
invites reflection on how identity, belonging, and knowledge are mediated through art, language, media, and
governance in a rapidly changing world.
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Ecology, environment, and climate change
Plantation Histories, labour, and changing land-use practices
Communication, journalism, and new media 
AI, technology, and digital transformation 
Literature, language, and translation as modes of cultural memory
Cultural Heritage, Oral traditions and folklore
Gender, ethnicity, and intersectional perspectives 
Citizenship, Governance and politics of identity & belongingness
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